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OGth January 2020

To : All Vice Chancellors of Universities

Dear Sir/Madam,

Calling Applicafions for QUT-NCAS PhD Scholarship Programme
2020

It is with pleasure that the NCAS announces the possibility of limited number of grants
that may be avallable this year mainly for those who wish to pursue PhDs or MPhils
leading to PhDs pafircularly in Humanities and Social Sciences with the approval of
their respective universities.

Pernranent academrcs with an entitlement for study leave are eligible to apply. To be

qualified they should possess a degree of Masters and vahd placement front a

Queensland University of Technology.

The priority in selections will be given for candtdates from the fields of Business

Management, Arts, Social Sciences, Law, Statistics and Education.It should be noted that
what the NCAS could offer is partial funding as encoura1ement and support. The grant
offers are made initially for one year with the prospects of continuation for maximum
of three years subject to the availabllity of funds, and the satisfactory proSress of studies

by the grantees.

The amount of grant per year per candidate will be determined as follows, subject to the
maximum ceiling.

1. Queensland University of Technology offers the Tuition Fee scholarship value at
AU$ 100,000 over three Years at QUT.

2. NCAS offers the Living Allowance of at least AU$ 18,610 per year for three years

and OverseagHealth Cover AU$ 2451.

All applicants'should reveal the other source/s of fundingto pursue their studies. This is

to enJure their studies would not be jeopardrzed without sufficient fundtng.

The closin g d,ate for receipt of duly perfected applications inclusive of tesearch
proposals dnd two referee'i reports is 16th March 2020. All applications shall be

i..o^^.n ded by the University/lnstitute where the appltcants are employed. A non-
refundable application forwarding fee of Rs. 1,OOO/- will apply to all apphcations

which can bi- paid by a cheque in favor of Director/National Centre for Advanced

Studies in Huminities and Social Sciences or by crediting directly to the NCAS A/C No.
g5921.26, Bank of Ceylon lndependence Square branch and send the bank slip with
your apphcation.



We copy this letter to the Directors/ Rectors/ Deans of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, Law,Edvcation andManagement and request your office to circulate the same

to other rclevant faculties or institutes at your discretion. This letter, guidelines for
grant scheme and the applicatton form are also avallable on our Website:
wwvri.nca$.ac.1k for quick reference. Please make sure that all applicants submit the
correct application form issued for the year 2020 (QUT-NCAS PhD Scholarship
Program).

The guideline for the NCAS grants scheme and the application forms arc attached
herewith.

Thanking you for your continuing cooperationin ourprograms.

Yours since

Professor Lal Mervin
DIRECTOR

Directors/Rectors/Deans of Arts. Humanities and Social Sciences, Law,
Educ ation and Management

Director
National Centre for Advanced Studies

Humanities & Social Sciences (NCA$)

No. 6 A, Sukhastan Gardens,
WardPlace.



Guidelines for Postgraduate Grant Scheme - National Center

for Advanced Studies (NCAS) in Humanities and Social

Sciences

1. Purpose of the Scheme:

The purpose of the Postgraduate Grant Scheme is to strengthen the research capacity of state

universities and Highei Educational Institutions ((HEI9 under the University Grants

Commission in the fields of Humanities and Social Sciences by way of financially supporting

academics in such disciplines to acquire required postgraduate qualifications for their career

advancement.

2. GeneralRequirements

2.t The applicant shall be a permanent member of the academic staff of a

University/HEl operating undei the University Grants Commission and from a core

discipline of humanitiesl social sciences and arts or recognized associated disciplines

(management, law, education, library science etc')

2.2 The maximum age limits of applicants for this grants scheme to the closing date of the

application is as follows.

Grants for PhD/ MPhil leading to PhD - 50 Yrs'

Grants for Masters. - 36 Yrs'

2.3 Grants shall be av to PhDs and

equivalents. In for foreign

Masters provided endorsed

by the Dlan of the Faculty and approved by the Vice Chancellor of the University/Head of

the HEI.

2.4 Grants are not awarded for
are employed PresentlY to
when there are no other
progralnmes within the country in the specific discipline or with the submission of a strong

jurtin. rt recommended by the Dean of the Faculty and

approv HEI; justification as to why the candidate

has to s at the same university/institute where the

candidate is currently employed at. Justification should be acceptable to the Council of

Management of the NCAS.

2.5 No applicant is eligible for funding from the NCAS for his or her postgraduate studies if he

receives financial-irpport from thJpostgraduate funding scheme operated by the University

Grants Commissibrr, u Gou"toment project (i.e. World Barlk, Asian Development Bank

sponsored projects) or a recipient of foreigrr/local scholarship through the Govemment or a

related institu;ion for the same purpose. io*rurt, a candidate who has received partial

funding support for his/hei itrpltrrtpttil from any other source less than the

maximum pl'rmissible level of funding per candidate under the NCAS grant schem" "T
seek additional funding support from-tle NCAS for the same study programme'. All

applicants need to declare local funding (scholarships, tuition

waivers, partial funding, re stipend etc.) available for his or her

intended postgraduate Jiudi funding. If such funding is available

the amounvs has/have to be disclosed with the source/s.



Applicants shall also be required to declare any subsequent funding from other sources that

*b"ta be available for tfie study programme after the NCAS has decided to grant

an award to support hislher postgraduate studies.

the already approved grant amount at the
funding foi'the same purpose in the form of

2.6 A11 applicants for NCAS grants for postgraduate studies are required to achieve the

following minimum overalf band score of IELTS (Academic) in order to qualify for a
grant under this scheme.

Overall Minimum
Band Score

The applicants wish to follow Doctoral (Ph.D) degrees

in English Medium 6'5

(The selected grantees should have the English Language requirement of IELTS

(Academic) overall band score of at least 6.5 with no band less than 6.0 or its equivalent

for both masters and PhD grants.)

The applicants wish to follow Master I)egrees in English Medium 6.5

The applicants following the respective degrees in any other language 6.0

The NCAS also accept the IELTS equivalent of TOFEL or PTE (Academic) for this

purpose. (Applicatioos cun be submitted pending submission of English language

requirements)

2.7 All applicants for NCAS grants are expected to reqister in reputed universities for

their postgraduate studies. Therefore, it is the responsibilrty of the applicant to check

the credentials of the intuitions and the prospective supervisor/s prior to registration

for the intended postgraduate programme. The NCAS may request the candidate to

provide the credentiJs of prospective supervisor/s in terms of his/herltheir

qualifications and research publications.

All the applicants are required to submit a copy of the letter of registration or the letter of
acceptance for the intended postgraduate programme issued by the HEI at which

he/she intends to start or has already started hisArer postgraduate studies'

The NCAS Grant Scheme provides a maximum of only o3 years funding for PhD/Doctoral

studies and 2 years funding for Masters. A candidate applied for the NCAS funding after

registration foi his or her lostgraduate studies might not eligible for funding for the full

period as indicated below.

A candidate applied within six months of registration could be considered for funding for
rirrr p*i"a "i[iJ "itr.i 

ri"ai"r subject a max-imum of o3 years for PhD and equivalent and

02years for Master's.

A candidate applied within second six months of registration could be considered for

frrdfu for 2 yiars and 6 months or 1 year and 6 months of his or her PhD or Master's

respectively.

A candidate applied within third six months qf legistration could be considered for

nr"Aing for 2 yeari'or I year funding for his or her PhD or Master's respectively.

2.8

2.9
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iv. A candidate applied within forth six months of registration could be considered for

funding for I yeai and 6 months of his or her PhD.

v. A candidate applied within fifth six months of registration could be considered for funding

for I year of his or her PhD.

vi. In case of PhD/Do
or after could not
case of Master's,
could not be considered for funding under the NCAS grant scheme.

2.10 In case of candidates registering with foreign universities/HElS for his/her- 
- will be detirmined based on the academic fees

living
time.

didate
d.

2.lI with local HEIs for his postgraduate studies,th" ?Eg.ltt
d on the academic fees payable to the respective HEI by
ses for the intended studY.

2.12 All candidates who qualified to receive financial support under this scheme shall

report periodic progr..r of hisftrer studies once in every six months to the NCAS

through his supervisor.

2.13 The candidates those who register with foreign University/HEls are supposed to fully

spend his intended period of studies in respective foreign countries. If they wish to visit Sri

fanta during the lntended period of studies they shall inform the NCAS of such

visits with justifications and the dates of travel'

2.14 "A selected candidate for a NCAS award under the NCAS Postgraduate Research

grants should fulfill all the requirements and make a formal request for the release of

the first installment of the grant within a period of one year. If any candidate fails to

fulfitl this requirement his or her grant will automatically come to cease after one

year from the award of the grant".

2.lS lf the applicant is a probationary lecturer, not confirmed in service he/she should

show the evidence that he/she could complete the intended postgraduate programme

at least six months prior the expiry of his/her probationary period, i.e., in case of a

candidate who wishes to use the grant for 3 year PhD programme' his/her

probationary lecturer status should be valid (extendable) to a minimum of another 3

y.u". and 6 months from the time of commencement of his planned studies.

Moreover, every grantee should submit a
approved by the supervisor within three
postgraduate programme.

detailed work plan of his/her studies

months of commencement of his/her



3. Decision of the Grant

The final decision of the grant with regard to each applicant will be taken by the Goveming

Council of the NCAS based on the recommendation of the panel appointed by it' The panel will

peruse all the documents submitted by each candidate including research proposals and

will call the candidate for an interview before making its recommendation.

4. Documents to be submitted with the Application

i. letter In
to reg able

e univ ge'

ii. A well written research proposal (approximately 1500 words for Masters and

2000 words for PhDs)

iii. A letter issued by the University/HEl where the applicant is employed at certifying
the availability of studY leave

iv. Each applicant will need to provide the details of two referees as specified in

the appiiiation who can provide academic references written in English.

v. Candidates applying after six months of his registration shall submit a progress

report of his or her studies through his or her supervisor'

vi. Documentary evidence for the relevant course fees payable to the

intended postgraduate Programme

vii. A declaration of other sources of funding available for the intended study

programme by way of scholarships partial funding, tuition waivers, living

rtip.nA etc. by the applicant. (any subsequent funding secured by the candidate

should be declared to the NCAS immediately by the candidate)

viii. A record ofresearch and publication by the candidate'

ix. Certified copies of IELTS results sheet.

x. The total budget of the research expenses certified by the supervisor (only for the

locally re gistered candidates)

xi. Credential of hisftrer prospective supervisors in terms of qualifications and research

publications. Locally registered candidates should provide a letter from the

Registrar of the university certifying the name of the supervisor appointed by the

Senate with his/her institutional affiliation.
xii. A copy of the National Identity Card



5. Documents to be submitted prior to the release of frrst installment of the grant

i. An applicant can request further time to submit documents mentioned under item ix to xi
of the section for 4 above at the time of interview if those documents are not ready. Such

candidates are supposed to submit them prior to the release of first installment of the

grant.

ii. A certificate from the Vice Chancellor of the university or head of the HEI where the

applicant is currently employed whether the applicant has secured any funding in the

form of scholarships, tultion waivers, partial funding, research support, and living

stipend etc. from the university/HEl at which applicant is employed or any other local or

foreign organization. If such funding is available the amounVs hasfttave to be disclosed

with the source/s.

iii. Every candidate shall submit an intended plan of activities in relation to his or her study

programme including date of commencement and the intended date of completion. In

ihis plan, intended a.tiuiti"r shall be divided into six monthly periods from the date of
commencement. In case of a candidate who is going to start or already started their

postgraduate studies in foreign universities, and intended to spend a part of the

stuay period locally, should indicate the period/s planned to spend locally within his

intended study programme with justifications.

iv. A personal health report endorsed by the University Medical Officer of the University at

which the applicant is emPloYed.

v. A certified copy of the surety bond and the agreement with University/HEl including the

breakdown of the bond.

vi. A letter certifying the approval of the study leave for the intended postgraduate studies

by the universityElEt af*hich the applicant is employed.





NATTONAL CENTRE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES IN HUMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES (NCAS)

64', SUKHASTAN GARDENS, WARD PLACE, COLOMBO 7.

Photograph

3.5 cmx 4.5 cm

Part A - PERSONAL INFORMATION
l. Family name (surname) First/other names Gender

Date of birth: Day Month Year Age National Identicv Card No. UPF No.

Address to which correspondence should be sent e-Mail

Tel

Fax

2. University Education. Give full details in chronological order'

From
Month/year

To
Month/year

(Degree
ffective date)

University (name, place)
Degrees obtained

lvralll
field(s) or

Subject(s) of
study

3. Language Capability

Indicate whether
Average

Good or
Excellent

Type an asterisk next to Your
mother tongue

SPEAK READ WRITE

Sinhala

I AIIrlI

English

Other (Specify)

4. Employment Record. Srarting with your present post, list in reverse order positions held'

4.1 Employment at University

Period (Monrh/Year)

From I To ry Faculty Department Name [s Address
University

Page I of5
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5. References. Ust Two Senior Academics who are familiar with your qualifications and capabilities.

(Please ensure that you include the rwo referee reports with this application)

Name Full address (telephone, fax, e-mail if known) Position

6. State any additional skills
and relevant facts which
might help to evaluate your
application.

Title, Publisher, Place, date etc.

PartB - STUDYDESCRIPTION

DegreeSought: MPhilleadingtoPhD E PhD l-l
8. Title of Research

9. Research Field (Please specify)

10. Are you already registered for degree?

Or do you have a valid placement letter?

Yes

Yes

r
tr

No

No

r
E
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ll. If ves. please eive the followinq details.

Name of the University/Institurion Faculty/ Department

Period of Registration From To * Please atuch the registntion ot placement
Ietter

Name/s of Supervisor Contact Details (address, email, telephone etc.)

* please attach your research proposal approximately 1500 words for Masters and 2000 words for PhDs.

13. Other supportive Documents

Self-Declaration Letcer Yes No IELTS Certificate Copy
( Certified Copy)

Yes No

Study Leave Letter Yes No IELTS Test Report Form
Number

Work Plan Yes No IELTS Test Results
Overall Band Score

14. Detailed work plan - please auached the intendrd detailed work plan for the total duration of study (3 years), induding period/s

planned to study fi different countries with intended activity plan/s.
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15. Availabilitv for full time study

(u)

(b)

Do you intend to be a full time srudent for the Degree? Yes No tr
T
T
T

T
T
T
tr

lf part time, do you undertake, (i) teaching (no. of hours per week...........)

(ii) administrative positions (name position)

(iii) other research work

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Part C - FINANCIAL INFORMATION

16. Estimated Cost of Desree Study (in Rupees)
Country : University :

Year I
(Rs.)

Year 2

(R..)
Year 3

(Rs.) Total (Rs.)

l. Instirutional Costs

Registration fees

Tuition fees

Other fees (specify)

2. Researchexpenses.
(only for the candidates registered
in local universities)

3. Standard living cost
(only for the candidates registered

in foreisn universities) t)

o 0 0 t

Total I

o Detail budget of research expenses recommended by supervisor should be attached separately

o To be filled by officials of NCAS

17. Other Financial Support

a) Is the proposed Degree srudy currently being supported by any other grant? ye' l-l No [_ltt l_l
If so, please indicate the name of granting organization and give the amount and duration

Name of Granting Organizaqion Amount per ygar Duration

(c) IsyourDegreesrudycurrentlybeingconsideredelsewhereforfunding? Yt' n No tr
If so, by what organization/s; by what date is a decision expected?
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Note: Separate self declaration regarding orher sources of funding is needed recommended and approved by the Head, Dean and Vice

Chancellor of employeduniversity.

Da* r\ - IINI\/FPqITl/ APPR(.)VAI

I certify that al informarion in this application to be complete and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature of the Applicant

19 Recommendations

I recommend the application.

Date

I approve the application.

;ts#;.ffi;nt*Ch;;;.u;; Date

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
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offers PhD
scholars
OUT in Brisbane, Australia
from permanent university
for the OUT and NCAS PhD

invites
academics
scholarship

You will receive a full tuition fee sponsorship valued at approximately AU$100,000

over three years, provided by OUT (with potential for extension up to 4 years).

Living allowance of AU$18,6'1 0 each year for 3 years and overseas health cover (up to

AU$2,451)are provided by NationalCentreforAdvance Studies (NCAS)in SriLanka,

Applications open on 15 January 2020 and close on
28 February 2020.

Entry requirements:
. Permanent members of academic staff of universities under the Grants

Commission of Sri Lanka

. Master degree with minimum research component ol 250/o or a four year

Bachelor degree with Honours 1 st or 2nd class

. Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 5.5 on a 7-point scale or equivalent,

In addition to the above requirements, all applicants should satisfy the general

guidelines of the NCAS postgraduate grant scheme,

Priority areas include:

e BUSineSS . LaW .
. Mathematics . Crealive arts .
. Economics . Education

Other areas of interest will also be considered.

Visit www,ncas.ac.lk to download the application form and view proposed study

tooics and detailed selection criteria,

For more information about QUT, visit www,qut.edu,aulinternational

a university for the 1g3l world'
CRICOS No.002'13J @ OUT 2018

Management

Statistics




